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M E M O R A N D U M   

          
November 3, 2016 

 
TO:            Members of the Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Nancy L. Zimpher, Chancellor 
 
SUBJECT: Cross Registration Policy 
 

 
Action Requested 
 
The proposed resolution approves principles to guide updates to SUNY’s cross-
registration policies and the establishment of a system-wide financial aid 
consortium. 
 
Resolution 

 
I recommend that the Board of Trustees adopt the following resolution: 

 
Whereas the mission of the State University of New York is to 
provide a comprehensive program of higher education, to 
meet the needs of both traditional and non-traditional 
students and to address local, regional and state needs and 
goals; and 
  
Whereas in fulfilling that statutory mission, the State 
University is directed that it shall exercise care to develop and 
maintain a balance of its human and physical resources that 
recognizes the fundamental role of its responsibilities in 
undergraduate education and provides a full range of 
graduate and professional education that reflects the 
opportunity for individual choice and the needs of society, and 
promotes appropriate program articulation between its State-
operated institutions and its community colleges; and 
 
Whereas successful transfer for SUNY students is central to 
supporting and increasing degree completion in order for 
SUNY to close New York State’s degree attainment gap and 
is consistent with SUNY’s strategic and master plans since 
1972, including Resolution 2012-089 on Seamless Transfer 
adopted on December 17, 2012; and 
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Whereas by Resolution 98-241, adopted on December 15, 
1998, the Board established a 30-credit SUNY General 
Education Requirement with ten required academic areas 
and two required competency areas that provides an 
intellectual foundation, ensures curricular depth, and 
encourages academic exploration across disciplines; and 
 
Whereas by Resolution 2010-006, adopted on January 19, 
2010, the Board enhanced flexibility in the SUNY General 
Education Requirement by reducing the number of required 
academic areas from ten to seven, with mathematics and 
basic communication required, as well as at least five of the 
following eight academic areas:  natural science, social 
science, American history, Western Civilization, Other World 
Civilizations, humanities, the arts, and foreign languages; and   
 
Whereas by Resolution 2012-089, adopted on December 17, 
2012, the Board resolved that each curriculum leading to an 
A.A., A.S., and bachelor’s degree shall enable students to 
complete seven of ten SUNY General Education 
Requirement academic areas (including mathematics and 
basic communication), two competency areas, and 30 credits 
of SUNY General Education courses within the first two years 
of full-time study of the program (or 60 credits, whichever is 
greater), unless a program-level waiver applies; and  
 
Whereas by Resolution 2012-089, adopted on December 17, 
2012, the Board resolved that each undergraduate curriculum 
with a transfer path shall require students to complete the 
number of major courses in the path that will achieve true 
junior status, as well as associated cognate courses, within 
the first two years of full-time study in the program.  If a 
transfer path has not yet been established, A.A., A.S., and 
bachelor’s degree programs should ensure that students will 
have completed sufficient foundational courses to be true 
juniors after two years of full-time study and, wherever 
appropriate, a transfer path should be developed; and 
 
Whereas by Resolution 2012-089, adopted on December 17, 
2012, the Board directed the State University Provost to 
leverage system capacity to develop methods to enable 
students to successfully complete transfer path, general 
education, and other required courses at another SUNY 
campus when such courses are not available at their home 
campus; and 
 



Board Resolution    -3-   November 3, 2016 

 

 

Whereas providing expanded system-wide access to courses 
necessitates updating existing cross-registration policies and 
developing appropriate cross-campus business models and 
financial aid processes; now, therefore, be it  
  
Resolved that the Chancellor or designee be, and hereby is, 
directed to update the SUNY Cross Registration Policy and 
procedures, in consultation with college presidents, chief 
academic officers, the University Faculty Senate, the Faculty 
Council of Community Colleges, the SUNY Student 
Assembly, and other appropriate stakeholders; and, be it 
further 

Resolved that such updating of policies and procedures be 
designed to enhance access, completion, and success, and 
shall include the following elements: 

1. Consideration and establishment of the appropriate 
structures to enable efficient course cross-registration 
application, data-sharing, and reporting procedures.  

2. Development of a system-wide SUNY financial aid 
consortium that would facilitate students achieving full-
time status and aid eligible part-time status in a semester 
by taking courses at more than one SUNY institution. 

3. Attention to the range of financial implications of cross 
registration, such as sharing tuition, fees, other expenses, 
and related concerns.  

4. Consideration of business models to encourage campus 
collaboration and innovation for cross registration of 
courses across modes of delivery with particular attention 
to distance learning. 

5. Promotion of greater regional, disciplinary, and other 
collaborative arrangements between and among SUNY 
institutions, by means such as sharing courses and 
instruction.  

Background 
 

The Board of Trustees has a long-standing commitment to promote inter-
institutional cooperation among SUNY campuses. The resolution on Authorization 
for Inter-institutional Arrangements (State-operated campuses and the community 
colleges), Resolution 73-58, directed the Chancellor to approve inter-institutional 
arrangements for the cooperative operation or use of facilities and academic 
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resources for the purposes of supporting the University’s academic mission.  In 
1973, the SUNY Office of the Provost provided Guidelines for Cross Registration 
of Students that addressed in particular cooperative arrangements by which one 
SUNY institution provides instruction for a student enrolled at another SUNY 
institution (cross-registration). These guidelines were updated in the January 2013 
Memorandum to Presidents on Policy and Guidance: Cross Registration of Full-
time Students (vol. 13, No. 1). 

  
Since 1973, other General Education Requirement Board resolutions 

(Resolution 98-241 and Resolution 2010-006) set expectations and aligned 
curricula – specifically regarding general education requirements and courses in 
the major – between undergraduate associate and baccalaureate-level degree 
programs in order to facilitate seamless transfer and promote timely degree 
completion. Further, in its Seamless Transfer Requirements resolution (Resolution 
2012-089), the Board of Trustees recognized that certain required courses may 
not be available at a student’s home campus during the semester in which the 
student would need to take them in order to achieve timely degree completion.  
Therefore, the Board of Trustees directed the Provost to leverage system capacity 
to develop methods by which students could successfully complete required 
courses that are not available at their home campuses. 

 
Since the publication of the most recent cross-registration guidelines 

(Memorandum to Presidents Policy and Guidance: Cross Registration of Full-time 
Students, vol. 13, No. 1), SUNY stakeholders have expressed the need to expand 
access to cross-registration opportunities, such that students are allowed to 
combine courses from multiple SUNY campuses in order to achieve full-time 
status at their home campuses for the purposes of financial aid awards.  
Establishing a university-wide financial aid consortium will enable matriculated 
full-time or part-time students to take courses at a campus or campuses other 
than their home campuses and have those courses count toward the degree or 
certificate at the home school, thereby enabling the students to receive financial 
aid for them. This will allow SUNY campuses to deliver instruction cooperatively 
and expand access to required courses for greater numbers of students who need 
cross-campus access for the purposes of timely degree completion. 
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